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rice, the plant can only be grown in the low-lying deltas, or in the plains that are flooded after the rains, or else in places where the land can be irrigated. And in China men can be seen watering the fields in much the same ways as in Egypt. " By a system of buckets fastened to an endless chain and passing over an axle, which is turned either by the feet of men or by a connecting wheel worked by oxen, the water is raised from the river or canal to the
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level of the fields, where it is discharged into the troughs at the rate of sometimes 300 tons a day. This is the sakiah of the Egyptians ; and should any traveller from the banks of the Nile visit the plains of China he might recognise in the method adopted' for raising water from wells the shaduf of the land of the Pharaohs. A long horizontal pole, at one end of which is a bucket, and on the other a certain weight, is fixed on an upright in such a position that on raising the loaded end the bucket